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MALWARE:
ESSENTIAL CYBER KNOWLEDGE

In today's digital age, cybersecurity is a critical concern for nonprofits and associations. These organizations
often handle sensitive data, making them attractive targets for cybercriminals. Understanding the basics of
Malware and cybersecurity protections can help protect your organization from potential threats.

Key Concepts

Malware

What is it?
Malicious software
designed to harm,
exploit, or disrupt
computer systems.

Common Types:
Viruses, worms, trojans,
spyware.

Prevention Tips:
Use reputable antivirus
software, avoid
downloading files from
unknown sources, and
keep systems updated.

Phishing

What is it?

A deceptive attempt,
usually through email,
to obtain sensitive
information by posing as
a trustworthy entity.

Spotting Phishing
Attempts:

Look out for urgent or
threatening language,
mismatched email
addresses, and
unsolicited requests for
information.

Prevention Tips:

Verify the authenticity of
requests, educate staff
on recognizing phishing
emails, and use email
filters.

Ransomware
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What is it?

A type of malware that
encrypts files, demanding
a ransom for their
release.

Impact:
Canresultin loss
of critical data and

disruption of operations.

Prevention Tips:

Regular backups, caution
with email attachments
and links, and keeping
software updated.
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Best Practices for Malware Protection

Regular Software Updates
m@ Why It Matters: Updates fix security vulnerabilities.

Best Approach: Enable automatic updates for all software and operating
systems.

Strong Passwords
Why It Matters: Weak passwords are easily breached.
Creating Strong Use a mix of letters, numbers, and symbols; avoid
Passwords: common words and phrases.
Always Utilize MFA: Multifactor Authentication is fundamentally critical to
protect systems, networks, and email systems.

Additional Tip: Consider using a password manager for secure password
storage and generation.

Educating Staff and Volunteers
Why It Matters: Human error is a common cybersecurity weakness.

Approach: Regular training sessions, creating a culture of security
awareness, and distributing easy-to-understand guidelines
on cybersecurity best practices.

Next Generation Anti-Virus (NGAV)

»
Why it Matters: Al-driven NGAV is paramount to detect malware.
Best Approach: Utilize market leaders in NGAV that have the largest
deployment footprint to leverage the largest global dataset.

Additional Tip: Utilize an EDR service to monitor your NGAV output for the
best protection.

Cybersecurity is not just a technical issue but a critical
part of your nonprofit's operational integrity. By
understanding these basics and implementing best
practices, you can significantly reduce the risk of cyber
incidents and protect your organization’s valuable data,
staff, members, customers, and brand reputation.

For more info, contact: info@501ciso.com
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